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Save Grading Time-- 
Use Student Peer Reviews
If you assign a paper that students submit late in the semester, consider having students bring a draft of their introduction or a shorter draft of the whole paper to class a few weeks before the paper is due.  

· Explain that the draft must be a minimum length (for a 10-page paper, it might be 5 pages) and it must include the thesis or hypothesis or argumentative claim.  

· Then, have students exchange the drafts and distribute a set of required guidelines for the paper.  This could be a copy of the rubrics you will use to grade the final version; omit point totals for the peer review.
· Have the peers go through the checklist and make any other pertinent comments.  

· When students complete this process, have them talk to each other.  They might need to ask questions such as “When you say ‘XXXX,’ are you saying that xxxxx?”  
· Take the last part of class to discuss their questions and concerns.  Taking this step should save you time during your grading because you will prevent many of the problems that you often see when the final papers are submitted.  The papers should have a tighter focus as a result of this exercise.  

Students could also be directed to the FHSS Writing Lab.  Send a copy of your assignment and rubric to the Writing Lab and let them know you plan to send your students.  
Student writing is a process of helping students discover what they think about the issue.  Simply collecting papers at the end of the semester without any direct intervention will often yield papers that are not what the teacher is anticipating.  

        
FHSS Writing Lab


1049 JFSB�fhss-writinglab@byu.edu�422-4454


Faculty Supervisor: Joyce Adams (422-8168)


Student Lab Manager: Beau (422-4454) 











