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Help Students Create Thesis Statements
Because “thesis-governed writing does not come naturally to students, teachers need to encourage it” (Bean, 2011, p. 107).
It may be helpful to use a “thesis generator” to help students understand all the valuable parts of a thesis:
1. What is Your Topic?
Example:   Affirmative action in college admissions
2. What is Your Stance?
Example: “Affirmative action policies in college admissions should be abandoned”
3. What is Your Rationale for this Stance? (because. . .)
Example: “Because it is unfair to judge anyone’s fitness for college on grounds other than academic merit”
4. What Concessions Will You Make to Qualify Your Stance and Acknowledge Opposition?

Example: “Although affirmative action leads to greater diversity on college campuses. . .”
5. Qualification + Stance + Rationale = Thesis

Example: “Although affirmative action policies lead to greater diversity on college campuses, they should be abandoned because it is unfair to judge anyone’s fitness for college on grounds other than academic merit.” 


Provide your own models of good and poor thesis statements for students for greater success.
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