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Commenting on Student Papers
Multiple Drafts of a Paper
· Invest more time and energy on the first draft.  Students usually pay attention to comments only when they are given a chance to revise. Offer facilitative comments to empower students to effectively revise.
· Respond to the final draft only briefly.  Make evaluative comments.
Types of Comments to Make on a Student Paper
· Choose only 2 or 3 elements of the essay to focus on, beginning with the most global issues. (Does the paper address the prompt?  Is there a clear thesis?  Is the paper organized according to the thesis? Etc.)
· Praise as well as offer recommendations.
· Only make 2-3 comments per page. Don’t address everything!  
· Add a final general summary of what you want the student to work on.

Grammar and Punctuation Problems
· Do NOT edit the paper!  Students will assume that since most of your comments focus in this area that it is your greatest concern!
· Mark errors on a single paragraph and note that there are similar errors throughout the paper that need to be addressed.

· Return papers that are riddled with errors.  Simply refuse to comment on them until the student addresses at least the most grievous errors.  (Warn them in advance that if you have to return a paper, students will lose points.)

        
FHSS Writing Lab


1049 JFSB�fhss-writinglab@byu.edu�422-4454


Faculty Supervisor: Joyce Adams (422-8168)


Student Lab Manager: Melissa (422-4454) 











