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Were You Disappointed in Past Student Papers?
Good Writing Must be Taught
Here are some tips to help avoid some of the problems in student papers.

Students often do well in class discussions, which may lead you to believe they understand the material.  Then, when you grade final papers, you are shocked to find students did NOT understand!
Assign student writing early in the semester. To avoid this shock, assign student writing early in the semester.  A brief essay response to a question or a one-page mini-essay can give you the opportunity to assess students’ learning and writing skills.  Then you can adjust your lessons as needed.   (Beth Hedengren)

Review and revise your writing prompt to more clearly identify your expectations.
Sometimes poor papers are a result of inadequate writing prompts.

Create a rubric that includes your expectations. Using your writing prompt, create a grading rubric and share it with students.  
Provide good and poor models of the type of writing you assign.  Offer models of the genre you have assigned.  
Share an annotated example of student writing. After getting student permission, share past samples of student papers that include your comments.  Consider using both a good paper and a poor paper.  Let students see your expectations.  Like you, most students don’t want the shock of a poor grade.
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