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Don’t Overwhelm Students with Advice
Instead of teaching students profusely about grammar and punctuation, concentrate on your pet peeves.  Here are a few common student errors with suggestions of how to teach correct usage.

Sentence fragments.  Fragments are incomplete sentences that usually occur in the following ways:
· Pieces of sentences that have become disconnected from the main clause. (One of the easiest ways to correct them is to remove the period between the fragment and the main clause. Other kinds of punctuation may be needed for the newly combined sentence.)
· No main verb
· No subject
Comma splices and fused sentences.  Comma splices and fused sentences are compound sentences that are not punctuated correctly.
· Comma splices occur when 2 sentences are combined using only a comma

· Fused sentences occur when 2 or more sentences are combined with no punctuation
Colons.  Colons are often used incorrectly.  Generally, a colon must be preceded by a complete sentence, even when introducing a quotation.
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