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Student-Teacher Writing Conferences
What are the benefits of holding writing conferences with students?
· Get to know students individually
· Teach skills and strategies specific to each student’s needs

· Catch problems before the final version of the paper

What format should the writing conference take?

· Ask student what the thesis is before actually reading the paper (have student summarize without the use of the draft)

· Have student read parts of the draft out loud (give the student a pencil to make notes as he or she reads)
· Don’t address everything!  Begin globally (e.g., does the paper respond to the prompt correctly? Is there a coherent thesis? Etc.).  Once a main problem is identified, work with the student on that issue.  Then remind the student that after the problem is corrected, there will be other issues to work on (but don’t list them).  
How long should the writing conference last?

· Hold them “long enough.” Fifteen minutes can enable you to reach your goals.

What are some questions that would be insightful?
· What is your thesis?

· What do you believe works well in this draft?

· What concerns or questions do you have about the draft?

· What are the three main pieces of evidence you provide to support your claim?  

How should the writing conference end?

· Have the student verbalize what he or she will do as a result of the conference.  
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