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Strategies for Helping Students Learn to Write in Your Discipline
Help students identify the distinguishing points of scholarly writing in your discipline and when possible, explain why they differ from other disciplines.

Taking the time in class to teach these principles briefly should save you time in responding to students’ questions and in grading student papers.

1. Identify and discuss the features of the discourse community of your discipline 

a. What are the underlying values and goals of the discipline?

b. What are the typical genres and occasions for writing?

c. What conversations are taking place in the discipline? 

2. Teach students how to read and write the genres of the discipline (for example, literature reviews, position papers, historical essays, etc.) instead of using school genres (research paper, essay, etc.)

3. Point out the specific rhetorical occasion, purpose and audience for writing tasks (consider using a scholarly article for an example)

4. Help students understand what types of argument are appropriate in the discipline

5. Teach students what counts as “evidence” in the discipline
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