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Commenting on Student Papers
Drafts:  If students will be revising their writing, respond with questions and recommendations to prompt revision. 
Concentrate on global comments rather than local issues such as editing errors.

	Weak Comment
	Better

	“The paper lacked enough support.”
	“You raise 3 important points, which get lost in the paper.  Focus on those 3 and support them with scholarly evidence.”

	“Incoherent argument.”
	“The last paragraph summarizes your argument.  Move it to the beginning of the paper to introduce the argument to the reader.”

	“No structure”
	“Use your thesis statement to guide the paper’s organization. Create a section for each of the main points in your thesis.”


Make only 2-3 comments per page – but make them informative.
Final version of paper:  Make minimal comments. It is not helpful for students or you.
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