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Is a Long Research Paper the Best Writing Assignment for My Course?
“For many classes, frequent short writing assignments are preferable to infrequent long ones. . . . You can make these helpful writing assignments without adding tremendous amounts of time to your teaching.” (Doug Hesse, University of Denver)
Don’t Assume a Long Paper is Always the Best Choice
Consider some of the following options instead of a long research paper:
· Divide long assignments into pieces or assign several short assignments instead (This is also helpful because it spreads grading time throughout the semester instead of all at the end)
· Vary writing genres assigned or assign a single genre multiple times in the course

· Vary audiences (scholarly, public, peers, etc.) 

· Scaffold assignments from simple to more difficult (Refer to the examples below)
Report
Write a short paper on a topic related to this course

Summarize
Read 3 scholarly articles on your topic and write a summary of each

Respond
After reading 5 scholarly articles on your topic, write a paragraph on what you think the discussion is centered on for your topic

Analyze
Compare and contrast the 4 assigned articles

Synthesize
Using 3 scholarly articles on your topic, write a synthesis of what you have read.  This means that YOUR voice will be the dominant, assertive voice, and that you will use all of the articles to support YOUR assertions (or to contrast with your assertions).
 (Adapted from Doug Hesse, University of Denver)
If you would like to discuss other options for writing assignments, please contact Joyce

FHSS Writing Lab


1049 JFSB				801-422-4454


https://fhsswriting.byu.edu/Pages/Home.aspx�fhss-writinglab@byu.edu


Faculty Supervisor: Joyce Adams (422-8168)


Student Lab Manager: Taylor (422-4454) 











