What are the purposes for the paper you are assigning?

To teach students how to write well in the discipline?

To encourage students to deepen their understanding about one narrow topic through appropriate disciplinary research?

To give students experience in communicating in discipline-specific ways?


Not mutually exclusive

Making decisions about your goals will help you decide what your role should be in helping students succeed. 

Teach good writing

Require drafts

Use peer review

Have students share progress/ what they have learned so far about their topic

Return drafts quickly with your comments

Require students to schedule conferences with you to discuss the paper

Require students to go to FHSS Writing Lab

Require in-class peer reviews [this way you can walk around and make comments to correct faulty assumptions]; 

Have the paper due earlier in the semester [if one of your goals is to improve their writing – why wait until the end of the semester when students do not have the opportunity to implement your suggestions?]

Show models of good and poor papers

In ALL cases, a clear writing prompt (in writing) and a corresponding rubric should be given to students early in the semester.



What are the purposes for the paper you are assigning?
To teach students how to write well in the discipline?
To encourage students to deepen their understanding about one narrow topic through appropriate disciplinary research?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although these goals (and others) are not mutually exclusive, making decisions about your goals can help you decide what your role should be in helping students succeed.  The following table suggests some strategies to help students do well.  Although the purposes may share some common strategies, the way the strategies are actually focused and implemented will differ.


	Teach Students to Write Well in the Discipline
	Deepen Understanding of One Narrow Topic Through Appropriate Disciplinary Research

	· Teach good writing skills

· Show models of good and poor papers

· Require drafts (return them quickly with your comments)

· Require students to conference with you to discuss the paper

· Require visits to FHSS Writing Lab

· Hold in-class peer reviews [this way you can walk around and make comments to correct faulty assumptions]

· Have the paper due earlier in the semester [if one of your goals is to improve their writing – why wait until the end of the semester when students do not have the opportunity to implement your suggestions?]
	· Teach good research strategies

· Show models of good and poor papers

· Require drafts (return them quickly with your comments)

· Require students to conference with you to discuss the paper

· Require visits to FHSS Writing Lab

· Have students share progress/ what they have learned so far about their topic

· Have the paper due earlier in the semester [if one of your goals is to improve their research skills – why wait until the end of the semester when students do not have the opportunity to implement your suggestions?]




In ALL cases, a clear writing prompt (in writing) and a corresponding rubric should be given to students early in the semester.

