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Encourage Students to Take Papers to the FHSS Writing Lab

Improved Student Papers Can Save Grading Time

What do my students need?

First year composition courses “cannot deliver the writing skills that students and faculty across the disciplines expect” (Carroll, 2002, p. xii).  “Lessons learned in first-year writing courses do not directly transfer to students’ work in their major areas of study” (Carroll, p. 9).

Even fluent, effective student writers may have weaker writing results when they encounter new and unfamiliar expectations (“Student writing may sometimes need to get ‘worse’ before it can get ‘better’” Carroll, p. 9).  “Writing is a complex of many intertwined activities.  New or more challenging writing situations may [temporarily interfere with current writing abilities], and some writing skills may actually appear to degrade.” [Doug Hesse, University of Denver]

Why do some of my students who go to the FHSS Writing Lab still submit poor papers?  

1. Students often need help understanding how to write in a way that makes sense. Student advisors may concentrate on the organization of students’ thoughts and not even address grammar and punctuation problems.  Structural problems cannot always be perfected in a single visit to the Writing Lab. (The poor paper you receive may actually be a much improved version from the original!)

2.
Students may choose to reject the changes they discuss with the student advisors.  (Address this by having students submit a memo that explains what changes they made as a result of going to the Writing Lab and what advice they chose to ignore.)

3.
Students sometimes come to the Writing Lab the hour before class just to get the “golden ticket.”  (This can be prevented by having a requirement to attend the Lab a minimum of 24 hours before the due date.)  Source:  Carroll, L. A. (2002). Rehearsing new roles: How college students develop as writers. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press.

How can the FHSS Writing Lab help?

· Student advisors are all Social Science majors

· Faculty can train the advisors on the requirements for their student papers (come to one of our weekly staff meetings) or train the student lab manager who can then train the other advisors
· Student advisors can come to your class for specialized presentations


FHSS Writing Lab


1049 JFSB				801-422-4454


https://fhsswriting.byu.edu/Pages/Home.aspx�fhss-writinglab@byu.edu


Faculty Supervisor: Joyce Adams (422-8168)


Student Lab Manager: Taylor (422-4454) 











