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Comments on Final Papers

When students will have no chance to revise papers, minimize the number and type of comments you make on final papers.
1. Use rubrics, when possible, to save time.  (Consider using holistic rubrics)
2. Do NOT edit the paper.

3. Then, make only 3-4 summary comments.  
a. Praise what students did well 
b. Give general advice for improving writing as a whole
Relax. No professor is capable of making comments so profoundly wonderful that a student will become a perfect writer on the basis of remarks on a single paper.

Make comments based on their importance to the student’s need to improve.

“Effectively responding to student writing does not mean exhaustively responding to student writing.”  (Adapted from Doug Hesse, Director of Writing Programs and Professor, The University of Denver)
Examples of global issues to look for on final papers:
· Paper directly responds to the assignment

· Paper is organized by a guiding statement (thesis, hypothesis, etc.)

· Paragraphs have a topic sentence to tie the paragraph to the thesis and to other paragraphs & contain only a single main idea in the paragraph

· Claims and statements are supported by sufficient examples, details, and illustration; no undeveloped paragraphs 

Though you may want to make a minor comment in the endnotes about punctuation, grammar, or documentation problems, do not waste time marking them in the paper.
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