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Help Students Improve Their Writing – TEACH Writing Principles
Learning to Write in the Discipline Requires Instruction

To improve writing, students need “plenty of opportunities to practice writing throughout their college careers, not merely in one course or in one year, and plenty of opportunities to receive writing instruction . . ., especially instruction in one discipline’s method.” 

[Nancy Sommers. (2006). “Across the Drafts.” CCC 58(2).]
“Learning a discipline also means the particular ways of learning to write in that discipline. This is a natural developmental process. Just as one doesn’t expect freshman chemists or historians to know all of chemistry or history at age 19, neither should one expect them to know how to write chemistry or history.” 
[Doug Hesse, University of Denver]

 “Writing Development is painstakingly slow because academic writing is not a mother tongue; its conventions require instruction and practice, years of imitation and experimentation in rehearsing other people’s arguments before being able to articulate one’s own.”




 [Sommers, 2006]
Teaching Writing Principles does NOT Require a Degree in Composition!
It also does not have to take large blocks of time!  Sometimes the instruction can be a simple explanation placed on Learning Suite.  Often, a few minutes of a class period is sufficient to teach the relevant principles.  The FHSS Writing Lab advisors can also come to your class to teach specific principles at your request: (see https://fhsswriting.byu.edu/pages/Class-Presentations.aspx) 
Possible Writing Instruction Based on your Course Expectations:
· Source materials (primary or secondary readings; written artifacts; measurements; observations, etc.)

· Citation style (APA, Turabian, ASA, etc.)

· Voice of the author (“present” in the text, missing from the text, etc.)

· Structures (set format and order; implied characteristics, etc.)

· Evidence (facts, examples, quotations, interpretations, case studies, etc.)

· Purpose (report vs. argumentative, etc.)    



     [Doug Hess, University of Denver]
“Good Writing” is NOT just “Good Writing in the Disciplines”
Conventions of disciplinary writing must be taught!
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