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Evaluating Writing-to-Learn Assignments
You do not need to “grade” assignments in which students are using writing to learn course content. Instead of commenting on and grading student responses, you can have them work in pairs or small groups to evaluate each other’s response. 
Example: Assign students to address an issue or question that will indicate whether or not they are learning the course material (avoid “yes-or-no” questions).  The question can be given in class or prior to class so that class time is used only for discussion:
	Think-Write-Pair-Share

1. Think about your answer individually, and Write it down.

2.  Pair with a partner and discuss the answers.

3.  Share your answer when called upon.




[Adapted from Beth Hedengren’s training materials]


	Formulate-Share-Listen-Create
1. Formulate your answer to the question individually.

2. Share your answer with your partner.

3. Listen carefully to your partner’s answer. Note similarities and differences in your answers.
4. Create a new answer that incorporates the best of both ideas.

5. Share the new result with a different person so you have two students’ ideas combined with your own. Be prepared to present your answer if called upon.


[Adapted from Beth Hedengren’s training materials]


Writing-to-Learn Assignments – other options for use and assessment:

1. Collect in traditional paper format or electronic format

2. Post on course discussion boards or in class for peer review

3. Add a brief comment & return
4. Use a rubric

5. Randomly select for comment
6. Collect and simply give credit for submission (without reading them)





Adapted from [Doug Hesse, University of Denver]
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