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Use Writing to Help Students Learn Course Content
“Writing to Learn”
“After teaching students a new skill, have you asked students if they understand?  Many students say ‘yes.’ But when the assignment is graded, it is apparent that students do not understand.  Approximately 86% of students over estimate their ability to perform a skill. So simply asking if students understand is not enough!”  [Adapted from David Dunning, Kerri Johnson, Joyce Ehrlinger, & Justin Kruger. (2003). “Why People Fail to Recognize Their Own Incompetence.” Current Directions in Psych Science, 12, p. 83.]

Help Students Apply What You Teach – Without Adding Grading Time

Use Writing to help Students Learn (learning content is the focus; improving writing skills is not the focus) 

Writing-to-Learn – When to Use

1. Before class to prepare students for more active in-class engagement

2. At the beginning of class to immerse students in the topic for the day (and possibly to tie to past discussions)

3. During class to stimulate discussion/ thinking about the topic

4. At the end of class to summarize main ideas, to answer a specific question, or to ask questions

5. After class to extend more thoroughly the day’s discussion  Adapted from [Doug Hesse, University of Denver]

How Do Writing-to-Learn Assignments Differ from Writing Assignments? 
	Using Writing to Learn Course Content
	Assignments to Improve Writing Skills

	Emphasis = learning course content; writing encourages active engagement in learning (minute papers, journals, reading responses, memos, etc.)
	Emphasis on developing writing skills & strategies

	Improving writing is a side benefit, not a goal
	Improving writing = the goal

	Frequent short writing activities
	Frequent writing activities, both short & long

	No revision
	Frequent revision

	Useful in large or small classes 
	Small classes


Adapted from [Doug Hesse, University of Denver]

(See upcoming March Newsletter for ways to easily “evaluate” Writing-to-Learn activities)
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