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Grading Papers: Tips for Saving Time and Angst 
· Correlate grading criteria (rubric) with the assignment description
· Give students a copy of grading criteria before grading

· Don’t grade your pet peeves if they are not included in the assignment prompt
· Limit your feedback


Don’t edit


Don’t waste time explaining concepts that are not relevant to the assignment

· Create a way to encourage students to read & respond to your evaluations


Assign students to report in a memo their response to your comments on their papers

Add a section to an exam 


Assign students to rewrite one-half page based on your comments

Be precise and clear: Remember that not all professors use the same terms when grading. For example, terms often used interchangeably with “thesis” which may confuse students:

Thesis statement

Main claim

Central argument

The premise of the argument

Opinion statement

Proposal statement

Cause-and-effect statement

Don’t get frustrated with student writing:

“Writing strategies that seem obvious and natural to professors have been internalized through repeated writing experiences. Students have not yet had the same experiences” (Doug Hesse, U of Denver)

“Faculty are likely to underestimate how much writing tasks differ from course to course, from discipline to discipline, and from professor to professor” (Carroll, L. A. 2002. Rehearsing new roles: How college students develop as writers. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press.)
“Professors in major disciplinary courses may underestimate how different their expectations about writing are from those that students have already experienced and how much practice is needed to apply discipline specific concepts, knowledge, and conventions in writing” (Ibid.)
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