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Reduce Time Spent Commenting on Papers While Increasing the Value

Reasons for Commenting:
Why do you make comments on student papers? Your reasons should determine the type and number of comments you make.

1. To improve drafts for future revision

2. To improve student writing, in general

3. To improve student grammar and punctuation

4. To justify the grade 

[Instructor comments on student papers should include praise to help students identify strengths as well as comments to guide students to improve the paper (p. 111). (Tchudi, S. (ed.) (1997). Alternatives to grading student writing. IL: NCTE)]
Student Reaction to Teacher Comments:
1. Misinterpret a shocking portion of our comments

2. Use surface-level comments for revision & typically ignore comments about content and structure

3. Believe they have little control over their grades on papers.

4. Place the most importance on punctuation and grammar (teachers on substance)

5. Are leery of praise

6. May be reluctant to change; their “method” has been successful in the past

7. Often do not understand what they are supposed to do as a result of a comment (e.g., “too wordy,” “cliché,” “structure,” “who is your audience?” etc.)

8. Often do not value peer comments

9. Anger when papers simply have a grade on them

Teachers’ Role in Commenting:  

1. Read student paper carefully (typically before making any marks on the paper)

2. Make specific comments on student papers and avoid spending “too much attention to surface errors and not enough to global issues (pp. 148-156). (Sommers, Nancy. 1982. Responding to student writing. College Composition and Communication, 33(2).) 

Methods to Prepare Students for Teacher Comments on Papers:

1. Handout of common student problems with examples of how to fix them (see following example)
2. Annotated copy of student paper (see following example)
3. Refuse to grade poor papers

4. Make only global comments & tell students you will stop at the first major problem (Source: Haswell, Richard. (2006). The complexities of responding to student writing; or, looking for shortcuts via the road of excess. Across the Disciplines, 3.) 

Do Your Best:  “Teachers can occasionally be wrong. If [we] are wrong too often, [we] should not be teaching. If [we] are never wrong, [we] belong in heaven, not a college classroom” (p. 6). Marilla Svinicki & Wilbert J. McKeachie. (2011). McKeachie’s Teaching Tips: Strategies, Research, and Theory for College and University Teachers (13th ed). US: Wadsworth Cengage.

“What Am I Supposed to Do with that Comment?”: 

Examples of Comments on Student Papers
This table includes comments students might see on my papers.  The sections are grouped in global order of importance. This is simply a guide for me; I do not give this whole paper to students. (Could be posted on Learning Suite)
	Comment
	Description/ Problem
	Example
	Possible Revision



	Does it Meet the Assignment?

	On rare occasions, the paper submitted by a student does not follow the description of the assignment.  It won’t matter how well-written a paper is; if it doesn’t fit the writing assignment, I won’t grade it.

	

	Focus

	What is your claim? What is your argument?
	The literature review MUST be persuasive; it can NOT be a “report.”
	“Arthrogryposis causes pain, depression, and expense.”
	“Although arthrogryposis causes pain, depression, and expense, individuals can counteract the negative effects of arthrogryposis through the use of CBT and the administration of Paxil.”

	Thesis?
	Should appear at the end of Intro section and contain the claim and all major headings in paper
	
	See the example above.

	Who is your audience?
	The audience for the Literature Review should be scholars and peers in psychology. Material not relevant to this audience should be eliminated.
	“Parents, do not neglect your children by failing to have home evenings.”
	“Parents who fail to gather families in a weekly council . . .”

	The reader will already know this
	Don’t “repeat” info that the audience will already know.
	“CBT means cognitive behavior therapy.  It is a relatively new means of helping individuals with problems. . . .”
	Simply delete.

	Don’t use “you.” Eliminate throughout.
	Don’t “talk” to the reader. Do not use “you.” 
	“As you can see, . . .”

“You should follow these steps to . . .”
	Use third person:  “Students should follow these steps to . . .”

	

	Organization/ Structure

	Too wordy 

Be concise 

You already said this
	Writing that is unnecessarily wordy or repetitious is hard to read.  Simplify.  Get to the main point quickly.
	“In today’s world, scientists are concerned about the amount of time students spend as they look at recent phone messages and as they look for social networking site updated posts.”
	“Researchers seek to understand students’ focus on phone and Facebook messages.” 

	Headings
	Headings should be well-developed and describe the content of the section
	“Education”
	“Education Plans Created by Parents, Teachers, and Physicians”

	
	Headings must come in at least a pair; either add another section at this level or delete heading.
	
	

	
	Headings should not be “layered,”; insert at least one well-developed paragraph in between
	After-school Programs

      Latch-key Children
	After-school Programs

“Children whose parents are not home . . .

      Latch-key Children.  “Children who must unlock the door . . .”

	CEC
	Paragraphs should follow CEC: begin with the Claim (topic sentence that ties the single main idea of the paragraph to your thesis); provide Evidence for your Claim; Add final evaluative Commentary explain the cited material to guide the reader. (Avoid ending paragraphs with a citation.)
	“Johnson and Meleky (2014) claimed that . . . (p. 345).”
	“Those who suffer PTSD manifest symptoms of depression and aggression.  Johnson and Meleky (2014) claimed that . . . (p. 345). This research suggests that . . .”

	Transition needed
	Paragraphs and sentences should be connected by clear transitions.
	“Those with arthrogryposis struggle to comb their own hair. Wheelchairs are expensive. Doing homework . . .”
	“Those with arthrogryposis often struggle to complete daily tasks such as combing their own hair, getting from room-to-room, or doing homework.”  

	Topic sentence
	Paragraphs must begin with a topic sentence that tells the reader the single main idea in the paragraph + connects it to the thesis, previous heading, or the preceding paragraph
	
	

	

	Development /Use of Scholarly Sources

	Develop this more
	Insufficient claim or evidence to support claim 
	
	

	Use title to hook reader’s attention & to reveal the content
	Instead of an “informative” title, create a title that reveals your argument.  What is your claim?
	“MRI’s Provide a Baseline”
	“MRI’s Provide not only a Baseline: Detection of Changes in Multiple Sclerosis”

	Good breadth of sources with not too many from same author
	Sometimes students have a single source in a paragraph rather than synthesizing multiple sources or they may use a single author too heavily throughout
	
	

	Synthesize; don’t just “report”
	Evaluate sources; don’t simply report what others have said.

Add your explanation before introducing the second source.
	“Peters (2015) studied the effects of wearing glasses instead of contacts. Rosnall (2013) reported that wearing glasses causes depression.”
	“Although Peters (2015) studied the effects of wearing glasses instead of contacts, she failed to assess the rate of depression . . ..  In contrast, Rosnall (2013) claimed that wearing glasses causes depression.  Additional support is needed to verify . . .”

	Summarize 
	Psychology encourages limiting the number of quotes; summarize in most cases (avoid “block quotes”)
	
	

	Scholarly support? Or

Good use of commentary following the citation.  Or

One strength of your claims is the use of multiple sources of evidence in most paragraphs.  
	All assertions must be well supported by evidence.  


	“Taking prescriptions leads to addiction for those with anxiety behaviors.”
	“Taking prescriptions leads to addiction for those with anxiety behaviors (Kirk, 2015).  It is particularly risky for those with anxiety behaviors who take prescriptions because the medication prescribed for anxiety and for depression may conflict with each other, even though the person suffers with both conditions. ”

	Be more precise
	Avoid vague, generic sweeping claims.
	“Parents want what is best for their children.”
	“In 2015, parents of children who stutter questioned existing programs. . .”

	Relevance?

Why are you talking about this?  

Tie it together

So what?
	I don’t see the relevance of a paragraph or a following paragraph simply repeats what has already been said. Don’t force the reader to “guess” why you include material.  Always give the relevance to your claim.
	
	

	

	Introduction & Conclusion

	What is your claim?
	Focused well-developed introductions include background, significance, and thesis
	
	

	Insightful conclusion
	Conclusions differ from intros; do not simply repeat the thesis statement
	
	

	

	Word Choice, Sentences, and Tone

	Cliche
	Use of words or phrases that may not offer a common understanding or that are over-used and ineffective
	“Psychologists are not amenable to changing current procedures; you can’t teach old dogs new tricks.”
	“Psychologists are not amenable to changing current procedures, which may be due to unfamiliarity with new . . .”  

	Your voice?
	Consistent use of personal voice (doesn’t rely too heavily on others)
	“Smith (2015) reports that addiction to tobacco results in . .. Jones (2014) also says that tobacco addiction . . . Riley (2016) challenges claims of . . .”
	“Addiction to tobacco may lead to depression (Jones, 2014; Smith, 2015), although other scholars disagree (Riley, 2016).”

	Tone
	Be consistent in tone—fairly formal
	“Everyone enjoys a break from routine, even stuffy CEO’s.”
	“Scholars found that regular breaks from routine lead to increased . . . (Smith, 1999).”

	

	Punctuation, Grammar, and Documentation

	Go through and edit for small errors
	This comment appears when I have seen multiple errors – I will not edit the paper
	
	

	Refer to the figure in the text
	Occasionally, students include a small graphic in their paper.  The figure must have a label & the source, & it must be referred to in the text.
	
	“Birth order, studied since 1951 (see Figure 1), recently came into . . .”

	Not cited in the paper
	All sources on the Reference list must be cited in the paper.  
	
	

	Review APA
	Punctuate quotes and parenthetical references in APA style; completeness of citations
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