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Why Do Students Have Trouble Using Scholarly Sources?

Most students do not yet have the skills to expertly use scholarly material to support their own original claims.  The following table illustrates some of the characteristics of those who lack understanding of how to use scholarly material to support their claims and of those who have “mastered” the necessary skills:
	Novice at Using Scholarly Material
Inadequate content knowledge

Inability to understand scholarly sources

Over-reliance on summary and quotations (= “knowledge-telling”)

Lack of claim

Often has a single scholarly source in each paragraph or long explanations with no evidence

Report on scholarly material rather than argumentative claim supported with evidence

Weak connection between sources



	Master at Using Scholarly Material
Transforms the original source through interpreting and evaluating

Evaluates sources in innovative ways

Integrates scholarly sources and evaluates them in light of the student’s thesis

Clear organization and argument

Multiple articles are synthesized and integrated into the text of the paper

Evidence of critical thinking

Contributes to the ongoing disciplinary conversation




Provide Guided Practice:  Instructors model the process and students have opportunities to practice correctly using scholarly sources:

· How to locate articles in the discipline
· How to critically read articles in the discipline
· What to do with the material once the students have read the scholarly article

· How to write critically about the material as it supports (or opposes) the student’s main claim

· How to integrate knowledge from multiple sources
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