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Why Should I Add Writing Assignments to My Course?
Students Don’t Seem to Get Better at Writing

Discouraged with the results of student papers? What do the experts say?
“Students in college do not necessarily learn to write ‘better,’ but they learn to write differently—to produce new, more complicated forms addressing challenging topics with greater depth, complexity, and rhetorical sophistication. What are often called ‘writing assignments’ in college are, in fact, complex ‘literacy tasks’ calling for high-level reading, research, and critical analysis” (p. xiv).  (Carroll, L. A. (2002). Rehearsing new roles: How college students develop as writers. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press.)
Why do students struggle with college writing tasks?

“A one- or two-semester, first-year course in writing cannot meet all the needs of even our more experienced writers . . . students’ complex literacy skills develop slowly, often idiosyncratically, over the course of their college years, as they choose or are coerced to take on new roles as writers” (Ibid., pp. xi-xii.)
“Even writers who enter college proficient in constructing simple reports or arguments will struggle with tasks that require more complex analysis and methods of presentation . . . it is precisely in struggling with these challenging tasks that [students] develop new skills” (Ibid., p. 27). 

Then, what is MY role in helping students with their writing?

As faculty, we “tend to see writing as a unitary ability simply applied in a variety of different circumstances” and may “focus [our] attention on the most obvious features of student writing—word choice, sentence structure, usage, punctuation” (Ibid., p. 6), but students need “to learn to write differently—to produce new, more complicated texts, addressing challenging topics with greater depth and complexity” (Ibid., p. xii).

“Projects calling for high levels of critical literacy in college typically require knowledge of research skills, ability to read complex texts, understanding of key disciplinary concepts, and strategies for synthesizing, analyzing, and responding critically to new information, usually within a limited time frame” (p. 4).  
Therefore, students may need 
· “more fully developed assignments, 
· guidelines for performance & models, 
· specific feedback, 
· and opportunities for improvement” (Ibid., p. 60).
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