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How do Your Students Use Citations?

Are you a merciless citation watchdog that insists students correctly use the appropriate citation?  A casual observer of their citation mistakes? Perhaps, it would be wise to note other problems with students’ use of cited material in addition to citation errors.

As you review current student papers, look for any of the following citation issues.  Students may need more direction from you in the future in understanding how to critically read and use their sources.  

A national Citation Project released data obtained from student papers from 16 US colleges and universities (see citationproject.net).

Some of the students’ use of citations is troubling.  Watch for clues that students may not understand the scholarly sources they cite:

· Single use indicates a pattern of using a source only once (especially scholarly journal articles). Students may be looking for a quotation to paste into their paper and may not understand the article.
 
· Length of sources chosen for citing
[bookmark: _GoBack]	About 10% of the college papers included sources that were a single page
	16% cited 2-page sources
	11% cited 3-page sources

· Citing only from introduction Even more troubling is that from all of the sources used, 
46% of students cited only from the first page of the source
	23% cited from page 2

This means that about 70% of all citations are from the introduction to a journal article – students are unlikely to have even read the discussion sections.

· Direct quotations Another trend is that over 40% of the cited material in student papers was quoted.  Students may not understand the sources well enough to summarize the source or to synthesize multiple sources.

· Patchwork plagiarism In addition, over half of the student papers had sources that were either quoted (but not marked with quotation marks) or were nearly quoted and were mixed with the student’s opinions so the reader could not discern what was original with the student and what material belonged to other scholars.

Becoming aware of students’ use of scholarly material may direct your instruction for future students.
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