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Student Writing Can Facilitate Learning and Understanding
Writing Can Improve Learning of Content

· In multi-year studies, writing was “found to lead to more subject-matter learning than did reading or studying alone”

· Different kinds of writing led students to focus on different kinds of information, to think about it in different ways, and to learn different information.

· Writing answers to short-answer questions improves student recall of material.

· Writing that required students to analyze topics into their parts or to compare and contrast alternatives, led to a more thoughtful focus on information in more complex ways” (p. 63).
· “Extended writing demands both a depth of thought and a more thorough consideration and coordination of information” (p. 67).
· Using writing to learn “should be a regular part of the activities in all content-area classes.” Students will be empowered if they “understand how to use writing effectively to learn” (p. 67). 

(Jetton, T. L., & Dole, J. A. [Eds.]. [2004.] Adolescent Literacy and Practice. New York: The Guilford Press.)  
Writing Can Illustrate What Students Already Know

What do students think they already know? (incorrect schemas can result in “wrong” learning)
· “When the brain is learning, new information must connect to old.”  = schemas (p. 98)
· “The human brain adapts and changes as it is presented with new and challenging experiences. . . varieties of new data alone are not enough. The learner must perceive meaning or relevancy in the new information . . . information perceived to be unrelated to the learner’s experience is resisted or rejected by the brain. . . . meaningful learning promotes better transfer than rote learning.” Meaningful writing assignments are one way of promoting deeper learning and understanding (p. 106).
· Guided inquiry using student writing “places learners in an active discovery role and asks students to seek their own information and create their own knowledge. . . . When students explore concepts independently, their minds are more likely to be engaged” (pp. 121-122).
· Guided inquiry is a form of critical thinking.  In contrast, research has found that “unguided discovery learning is an impediment for inexperienced learners.” By contrast, guided inquiry can “free learners to think critically as they solve problems involving many kinds of knowledge” (p. 124).
· Writing can contribute to engaged learning through comprehension, reflection, & problem solving (p. 138).

(Rosebrough, T. R., & Leverett, R. G. [2011.] Transformational Teaching in the Information Age: Making Why and How We Teach Relevant to Students. Alexandria, Virginia: ASCD.)  

Writing does more than just improve recall of facts . . . it can actually increase the quality of student understanding      (Hayes, D. A. [1987.] The potential for study in combined reading and writing activity. Journal of Reading Behavior, 19, 333-352.)
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