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What Kinds of Comments Should I Make on Student Papers?
The types of comments we put on student papers should be related to our purpose for the papers. For papers that can be revised, use comments that will guide students in revising.  For papers that can not be resubmitted, use comments that simply inform the student of strengths and weaknesses.
· Corrections, recommendations for revision, and commentary about content should lead the student to improvement – not as a justification for the points awarded.

· Limit the comments made – pick 2-3 of the main problems of the paper and 2-3 of the main strengths of the paper.  

· Comment mainly on global elements—the student’s ideas (thesis, organization, literature review, etc.). 
· Limit comments made on style and correctness. Simply indicate that the paper has problems with punctuation and grammar and that points have been deducted; do not identify the errors.

Comments to Guide Revision

“Although the paper is consistent in sticking to a single topic, the topic is presented as a report rather than as an attempt to persuade the reader. Guide the reader through your argument.  Organize sections that correlate to the thesis.”

 “Introduce the topic of each paragraph by identifying the single main idea of the paragraph and  how it relates to your thesis.”

Comments to Inform Students

“There is no guiding thesis claim to organize the paper.” 

 “You already said all of this in the preceding paragraph.” 
“This claim lacks scholarly support.”
Our comments can inform students of revisions that need to be made.  However, students may simply make the changes we point out without really revising the paper unless we teach them how to make substantial revisions, which is where “new learning is most likely to occur and competence most likely to develop” (p. 308). (Richard Straub [ed.]. 2006. Key Works on Teacher Response: An Anthology. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/ Cook publishers).
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