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Scholarly Writing Can Stimulate Critical Thinking
Stages of Student Critical Thinking:
Early Stages:  Students tend to have a “dualistic view of knowledge. They think that things are either true or false, right or wrong. They believe that the teacher knows the truth, and that the student’s job is to learn the truth.” 

Middle Stage: Students learn that “authorities differ. They accept the idea that there seems to be no settled truth, and that everyone has a right to his or her own opinions.”

Progressing Stage: Students recognize that “some opinions and generalizations are better supported than others, and that the student’s task is to learn the criteria needed for evaluating the validity of assertions in different matter fields.”
Final Stage: Students are “ready to commit to values, beliefs, and goals, and to make decisions and act on their values, despite their lack of complete certainty.”

Marilla Svinicki & Wilbert J. McKeachie. (2011). McKeachie’s Teaching Tips: Strategies, Research, and Theory for College and University Teachers (13th ed). US: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. p. 73

Class Discussion is Not Enough to Help Students Think Critically or Write Better:

“Simply listening to or repeating something is likely to store it in such a way that we have difficulty finding it when we want to remember it. If we elaborate our learning by thinking about its relationship to other things we know or by talking about it—explaining, summarizing, or questioning—we are more likely to remember it when we need to use it later” (Ibid., p. 37).

Teach Students the Knowledge of the Discipline:
“Teachers need to help students understand how knowledge is arrived at in their own disciplines, what counts as evidence, and how to read critically and evaluate knowledge claims” (p. 173).  “Students need good models of how to think about the quandaries that are a constant in higher-level thinking and learning” (p. 173). 

Erika Lindemann (2001). A Rhetoric for Writing Teachers (4th ed). New York:  Oxford University Press.

Encourage Critical Thinking through Pre-writing Activities:
“As a rule, the more time students spend on a variety of prewriting activities, the more successful the paper will be. In working out the possibilities an assignment suggests, students discover what they honestly want to say and address some of the decisions they must make. . . . Writing the first draft becomes easier because some writing—notes, lists, freewriting—has already taken place” (Ibid., p. 110).

“Most students begin drafting too soon, before they have sufficiently probed the subject, developed their own point of view, and made a commitment to the message. . . . Students need specific instruction in how to use a particular prewriting technique and enough practice with it to gain a sense of its potential” (Ibid., p. 129).
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