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Why Assign Writing?

Writing is not simply a painful “inoculation” given in a short time.  It requires years of practice. Assigning writing in college can promote the following:

Engage students in course content: “The relationship between the amount of writing for a course and students’ level of engagement is stronger than the relationship between students’ engagement and any other course characteristic” (p. 55). Richard J. Light. (2001). Making the Most of College: Students Speak Their Minds. Cambridge: Harvard UP. 

Help students “unlearn” poor writing habits: Students may have successfully used five-paragraph essays in high school courses, so it may be disturbing for them to understand that scholarly papers do not have to fit the five-paragraph formula. 

Deepen learning: Writing is NOT simply a “basic skill” that all students should have already learned. Consider sports that require a ball – although they all use a ball, the balls are different and are used to accomplish different purposes.  It takes careful training and much practice to learn to write in the discipline.  

Spark critical thinking: The purpose of writing is not limited to assessing how much the student has learned. “It is a way to help [students] understand what they know. At its best, writing is learning” (p. 169).  Teach students to focus research to answer a question – not just to “report on what they found.” 

Create Writing Prompts that Support Your Purposes

	What Teachers Want for Students
	What Students May Actually Do
	What Desirable Experiences May Fail to Occur

	Experience real scholarship in the discipline
	Choose a topic
	Narrowing the focus of the research based on results of earlier research

	Begin to become an authority on a specific topic
	Locate a few sources on the topic
	Identifying significant research questions

	Practice identifying and pursuing a significant research question
	Skim literature to find useful quotations
	Locating sources most relevant for the narrow topic

	Synthesize scholarly material rather than summarize or quote
	Construct an outline
	Developing an argumentative stance 

	Research disciplinary material
	Write sections of the paper in “report” mode rather than persuasive
	Solving a problem; contributing to the ongoing scholarly conversation

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Use library resources, research methods, & documentation style
	Proofread & submit
	Identifying resources and methods that are unique to your discipline


(adapted from Gottschalk, K, & Hjortshoj, K. 2004. The elements of teaching writing: A resource for instructors in all disciplines.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s.  pp. 107-108.)
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